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the cities felt its conditions as oppressive, but also felt the need of support from the Roman arms too much to offer resistance; for the danger from the Samnites in the mountains had become immediate and' pressing.
That pressure was relieved by the first Samnite war, from 343-341. Then the Latin cities turned upon Rome in revolt. The revolt was crushed, though it had been almost universal. The old League was definitely dissolved, and a new League was formed, but upon a new basis. The cities lost their independence. Some were treated like Tusculum and incorporated with Rome. The rest became nominally her allies, sociif but they were isolated from each other. They resigned the control of their foreign relations to Rome. They could enter into no alliance on their own account, but were bound by any alliances she made. They lost their mutual rights of trade and marriage, rights which each of them retained in relation only to Rome herself, while she retained them in relation to all. Their forces were under the control of the Roman commanders. The method had been first applied some years before, when Rome was subjugating the south of Etruria.
The same principle was now applied also to the colonies by Rome on the lands of the dependent states and whenever fresh territories were annexed. They bore the name of Latin colonies, not because they were colonies of Latins, but because they had the "Latin rights." These colonies increased the power of Rome, because they were in effect garrisons; It is true that the Romans who settled on them thereby surrendered their political rights at Rome. They lost their vote in the Comitia, and were not eligible for public office; but while they were dwelling at a distance, this was of little moment to them, and they could recover the full rights by returning to residence in Rome, provided that they left a representative of the family behind, and even this was unnecessary if they had served as public officers In the colony itself.
Nor did the system apply only to Latium. The first example had been the city of Caere in Etruria, It was adopted also in Campania, which came under the Roman sway immediately before the Latin war. We saw that in the last century the Samnites had pressed down into Campania, and made themselves masters of the Etruscan cities there. Since that time the victorious hillmen had adopted the luxurious civilization of the inheritance upon which they had entered; Capua was to become a byword. Then their kinsmen in the hills began in turn to push down upon them; they appealed to Rome for aid, and this was the cause of the First Samnite War. Rome expelled the invading Samnites, but the Campanians paid the price by owning the Roman suzerainty. When the cities of the Latin League rose, tfyey rose also, hoping to escape the consequences of their bargain;, and